Meeting the special medicinal needs of patients.
The clinical needs of patients can often be met by prescribing and administering a licensed medicine. District nurses will have some cases where a medicine cannot be used because the patient is unable to take it in its licensed form. In such situations, district nurses may be able to arrange for the patient to be supplied with an unlicensed medicine specifically made to meet that patient's special need. This article discusses the options available to district nurses to lawfully supply patients who have a special medication need due to, for example, an allergy to a particular ingredient or an inability to swallow solid oral medicines, such as tablets or capsules.